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A few years later, Israel moved to a little town near Brody,
Poland, becoming a teacher to young children. When they pray
according to falsified text, they raise such a din that the
walls quake… and they turn over like wheels, with their head
below and the legs above…. He would teach both groups with
short, mystical Torah explanations, parables and stories that
alluded to the inner meaning of Kabbalistic ideas.
Adherentswereexpectedtoshowintenseemotionalfervorandutterpurityofsoul.
Distinguishing himself from the Lurianic understanding of
tzimtzum divine contractionDov Baer returned to the
ideological system of the sixteenth-century kabbalist Moses
Cordovero who envisaged tzimtzum as an act of concealment from
the aspect of Divine Essence, whereas from the standpoint of
human beings it is a manifestation of God. If the inner
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dimension of Nistar describes Jewish thought from God's
perspective, then the increasing explanation of Hasidic
philosophy through the teachings of the 7 leaders of Habad
draws God's intellect down into man's comprehension.
ThearticlewaswrittenwhenshewasaseniorfellowattheShalemCenterinJerusalem.Abraham
Hayyim of Zlotchov, both ardent disciples of the Zlotchover
maggid. The Kloize in Brody was evidently founded by R.
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